
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parishioners and Electoral Roll
Members of the Parish of Pattingham with Patshull

Held in St.Chad’s Church, Pattingham on Sunday 17th April 2016 

1. Statement of Electoral Roll
 The meeting of the parishioners opened at 7.30pm.  Mrs Elizabeth Gosling gave a 
statement of the Electoral Roll membership. It states that the 2016 Electoral Roll for 
the parish of Pattingham and Patshull is made up of 123 residents and 51 non-
residents, making a total of 174 on the Electoral Roll. A further 3 applications for 
membership of the electoral roll have recently been received. The Revd Maureen 
Hobbs thanked her sincerely for all her work on the electoral roll.  Mrs Elizabeth 
Gosling agreed to continue as Electoral Roll Officer for the parish and was duly 
appointed by a unanimous show of hands.

2.  Election of churchwardens
 Two nominations had been received prior to the meeting, and as there were no further
nominations from the floor Dr Iain Coleman and Dr Kenneth Scott were duly elected 
by a unanimous show of hands. Dr Kenneth Scott wished to say that in order to avoid 
both churchwardens standing down in 2 years’ time he thinks it best if he stands down
next year.  He added that this will give the congregation time to be thinking about a 
replacement. 

A record of those present and apologies for absence was completed

Mrs Jane Horton was appointed as Secretary for the APCM by a show of hands.

Minutes of the Annual Parochial Church Meeting of St Chad’s
Pattingham with St Mary’s Patshull

Held in St Chad’s Church, Pattingham on Sunday 17th April 2016 

1.  Opening Prayers
The meeting, chaired by Revd Maureen Hobbs, opened at 7.40pm.

2. Record of those present and apologies for absence
 There were 29 people present and 4 apologies.

3. Minutes of APCM 2015
 The minutes of the meeting held on 17th April 2015 were read and signed as a true 
record carried by a unanimous show of hands. Revd Maureen Hobbs wished to 
express particular thanks to Mrs Lesley Jones our Parish Administrator for all her 
work on our behalf.

4 .Matters Arising
  There were no matters arising.



5. Annual Reports of the PCC and Church

 Hon Secretary.  Mrs Jane Horton presented her report. 
 Treasurer. Mr Graham Tritton presented the Trustees’ Annual Report and

Financial Statements and a summary leaflet. Mr Tritton particularly wished
to record his sincere thanks to Mr Alan Stubbs and team and Mr Christopher
Bullock for all their help. Revd Maureen Hobbs thanked Mr Graham Tritton
for  his  outstanding  work  as  treasurer,  and  for  his  annual  report  and
statements and summary. The PCC has received the accounts examined by
Muras Baker Jones LLP.  Revd Maureen Hobbs thanked Muras Baker Jones
LLP for examining the accounts.  It was proposed by Mr Colin Ringrose,
seconded by Mr Robert Colin-Stokes and agreed by a unanimous show of
hands  that  the  Annual  Report  and  Financial  Statements  be  formally
approved.

 Churchwardens. The Fabric of the Church. Dr Iain Coleman presented his
report. Dr Kenneth Scott added that various repairs have been carried out
during the course of the year, and a quinquennial inspection is due on 17th

November 2016.  A new audio visual system will be installed this year. It is
hoped that a new heating system will be installed either in the autumn of
2016 or  the spring of  2017.  Mr David Sampson asked for clarification
about the decision to keep the old radiators.  Dr Iain Coleman explained that
the PCC had received inspections,  reports  and advice from a number of
companies, and the balance of that advice was that the existing radiators are
relatively efficient, with the exception of those in the chancel, which will be
replaced. The existing radiators are also more aesthetically pleasing than
new white ones would be and they are sited in appropriate places for our
needs.

 Vicar. Revd Maureen Hobbs presented her report. She thanked all the many
helpers in our beautiful church. She added that she has been approached by
a number of people who would appreciate a quiet corner of the church with
a candle stand for private prayers and thoughts. Revd Hobbs suggested that
the Lady Chapel, which is underused, would, with a little refurbishment, be
ideal for this purpose.  A faculty would be needed for the removal of some
pews and the addition of the candle stand and some chairs. There are also a
few  pews  in  the  north  aisle  which  are  never  used  and  in  fact  are
obstructions.   Perhaps  they  could  be  removed  at  the  same  time.   She
emphasised that she is concerned with only a few pews. Mr David Challinor
asked whether a candle stand would be a fire risk, especially as the church
is open all week.  Rev Maureen Hobbs said that if the candle stand is secure
with a sand tray, and tea lights are used rather than candles, the fire risk
would be minimal.  Mrs Alison Colin-Stokes said that many people come
into  church  during  the  week  to  look  at  the  memorial  book,  which  is
positioned near the Lady Chapel, so this would be another factor in favour
of using the Lady Chapel for a quiet area.  Mrs Christine Ringrose thanked
Revd Maureen Hobbs for all her work on our behalf. All present echoed her
words with warm applause. 



6.  Other Reports

A. The Tower. Mr Geoffrey Dann presented his report.  He added that new 
bell ringers or those wishing to learn would be made very welcome. He said 
that bell ringing is rewarding both physically and mentally for people of any 
age.

B.  Fellowship. Mr Gordon Bramall presented his report and expressed 
particular thanks to Revd Maureen Hobbs, Revd Paul Snape and Dr Kenneth 
Scott for their contributions. He added that the group had enjoyed evenings of 
intense study with the added bonus of fellowship and sharing of thoughts. He 
said that it is pleasing that prayers for the sick are included, and that he has 
received words of appreciation from those prayed for. He concluded by saying
that he looks forward to another good year for the group.  His words were met 
with applause. Dr Kenneth Scott said that attendance at the Lent Course was 
very good and that the group had also enjoyed hearing various visitors talk on 
interesting topics. The ‘Everybody Welcome’ course will run again this year. 
Mrs Alison Colin-Stoke has organised 2 teams to go into school regularly for 
“Open the Book” Bible story sessions.  We have joined the Covenanting 
Churches of West Wolverhampton, and we have enjoyed several opportunities 
to meet up with other covenanting churches. Mr Colin Ringrose and Mrs Anne
Scott are our representatives.  Revd Maureen Hobbs said that she is hoping to 
announce details soon about the “Retreat in Daily Life” scheme.

C. Deanery Synod.  Revd Maureen Hobbs said that the electorate of the 
Deanery Synod have an important role because they appoint members to the 
General Synod. 

D. Youth Work
Young Church.  Mrs Alison Colin Stokes presented her report.  Revd 
Maureen Hobbs particularly wished to thank Mrs Colin-Stokes for all the help 
she gives, particularly to the children, in this church.  Her words were echoed 
by warm applause. 
Youth Group. Mrs Barbara Tritton presented her report and added that some 
young people are about to move on to university and she hopes that some new 
members will be encouraged to join. Revd Maureen Hobbs added that it is 
wonderful to be in a church where a regular Youth Service has been enjoyed 
for 25 years.
Sunday School. Mrs Lisa Ainsworth presented her report. Revd Maureen 
Hobbs thanked Mrs Ainsworth for all the work she does with Sunday School, 
and commented that is very encouraging to have a good attendance

7. Appointment of Parochial Church Council
There were 4 three year vacancies and 1 two year vacancy for the PCC, and 1 
nomination. It is anticipated that 3 further members will be elected by the PCC as 
casual elected members at the first meeting of the new PCC.
New PCC Member Proposed Seconded
Mr Henry Ibberson Mrs Jill Parker Mr Colin Ringrose

Mr Henry Ibberson expressed himself willing to stand and was duly elected.



8. Appointment of Sidespersons
 A list of sidespersons was read out by Dr Kenneth Scott. It was proposed by Mrs 
Christine Ringrose, seconded by Mrs Carol Broxton and carried by a unanimous show
of hands that the sidespersons be appointed en bloc.

9. Appointment of Independent Examiner
It was proposed by Dr Iain Coleman, seconded by Mr David Sampson and agreed by 
all that Muras Baker Jones LLP be asked to continue to be our independent 
examiners. Mr Martin Parker on behalf of Muras Baker Jones LLP agreed to continue.

10. Any Other Business
Mrs Jill Parker spoke about the Wolverhampton Interfaith group, which encourages 
dialogue and understanding between people of different faiths and cultures. The group
meets on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at Darlington Street Methodist Church.  She 
said that if anyone would like further information she would be happy to provide it.

Revd Maureen Hobbs wished to record thanks and best wishes on behalf of us all to 
Mr David Baxter who is moving out of the parish, but hopes to attend some services 
at St Chad’s.

11. Closing Prayers
 The meeting closed at 8.30pm with the Grace.  Revd Maureen Hobbs thanked all 
those who attended the meeting.


