
Vicar’s Report 2016/17

You will have elsewhere the Trustees’ Report as part of our full Financial 
Accounts – and I refer you to that document.

This year has been dominated and overshadowed by our problems with 
the heating – problems that are ongoing, but which I hope very much we 
will have resolved by next winter.

That is not to forget the progress that was made in other directions.... 
The much waited for Audio Visual System was installed last spring and 
has already made a significant difference to our worship and other events 
that we promote here in St Chad’s. Particular thanks are due to Mike 
Coope for driving this project and for everything else that he contributes 
to the life of this church and parish.

The staff team has been relatively stable with Ken and Iain continuing to 
do great work as Wardens and the addition of our Fabric Committee under
the chairmanship of Dave Challinor has I know helped them both.

We were very sorry to learn of the fall and subsequent injury suffered by 
our Associate Minister, Revd. Paul Snape earlier in 2017. Inevitably this 
has affected his mobility and we miss his prayerful presence, and that of 
Janet Snape, with us. We wish him well and trust that time and adherence
to a programme of physiotherapy will see him back worshipping with us 
before too long.

Alison Colin-Stokes has helped us with the recruitment of our new cleaner,
Mandy Allsebrook, and Alison continues to do a great job of verging along 
with husband Rob and assistance from Milly and Daisy! Thanks too are 
due to Gena and Mike Richards who have assisted with verging duties for 
some occasional offices.

Alison and Rob have had a particular burden to bear with our decision in 
January of this year to move our main acts of worship on Sundays to the 
School Hall and the upper room of the Pigot Inn respectively. This 
decision, although brought about through adversity and the threat of 
hypothermia, has nevertheless added a new dimension to our worship – 
allowing a more intimate and friendly style to evolve which I hope we may
be able to bring back into church with us. We have particularly benefited 
from having a better area in which to socialise after services. I hope 
church members will keep this in mind when we are able eventually to 
face applying to the DAC for the planned re-ordering of the North Aisle, 
and the Lady Chapel. But for Alison and Rob the move has meant much 
packing and carrying of boxes of hymn and service books and all the altar
furniture which allows us to worship in the style to which we are 
accustomed.

While it inevitably takes some effort, we have all appreciated the value in 
being more visible in the community. We had a wel-attended songs of 



praise service in the Village Hall to mark the 90th birthday celebrations of 
the Queen, and were able to distribute 100 copies of a special souvenir 
booklet produced by a number of Christian organisations to mark the 
event – which proved to be highly popular. Finding opportunities to move 
out from our building and towards the wider community is something we 
hope to continue.

I must also make reference to our musicians. With the departure of Helen
Emsley, we have once more been attempting to find someone to take over
as Director of Music. This has not proved easy to date, but our temporary 
solution of having three organists sharing the monthly rota between them
and with the expert guidance of John Fellows in attracting a growing 
number of ‘additional’ choristers, and challenging/encouraging the choir 
with new arrangements and anthems, the choral contribution to our 
worship continues to improve. We have also replaced our hymn book – to 
general approval – and have the ‘fallback’ provision of recorded 
accompaniments should it prove necessary, although it rarely has so far.

However, as wonderful as John, Martin and Stephen have been as 
organists, I still hope that eventually we shall be able to find someone 
else to take on this task for the future.

The Flower Guild under Margaret Harris’ direction have kept the standard 
of floral decoration up to their usual standard. And a number of people 
have continued to keep our altar linens laundered and pristine – despite 
the Vicar’s best efforts to spill wine, drip wax and do all the other 
annoying things that clergy do!

Thanks to the Goslings – not only for maintaining our electoral roll, but 
also for supervising the brass cleaning rota. Such ministry may not be 
often noticed, but that does not mean we are ungrateful.

A greater level of professionalism has come to our parish communications
– in large part due to the prompting of Geoffrey Dann and Tony Taylor. 
The Parish magazine has had a makeover and is looking very smart. Our 
electronic communications continue to develop with the website, a strong 
Facebook presence and now the new Google Calendar and PCC 
communications all undergoing upgrades.

Kate Hore has enabled some of this and – together with her team of 
helpers also did a great job of running the Fete for the first time last year.
There are plans afoot for it to be even better in 2017.

This being a ‘fallow year’ as we draw breath before another Scarecrow 
Festival later in 2017, the place of the Bells Run as a significant point in 
our church diary has been emphasised. It is wonderful that so many of 
the significant events in the life of this community (as well as this church)
are in large part run and organised by members of the Church Family. 
Particular thanks to the Ainsworths for all they do and have done in this 
connection, but there are many others too.



Last Autumn also saw the arrival of our new Bishop of Lichfield – The Rt. 
Revd. Dr. Michael Ipgrave. His induction and installation came in 
September and the following month he chose to pay a visit to the Trysull 
Deanery, staying overnight here in Pattingham. While I could not make 
his visit totally focused on this parish of course (!), he did have the 
opportunity to visit the church and the coffee shop and to share a 
breakfast meal with one of our farming families. And having met with him
several times since, I know he has a very positive mental picture of 
Pattingham and its surroundings.

This church is hugely blessed by its volunteers – those who launder linen, 
arrange flowers, provide hospitality with tea, coffee and (not forgetting!) 
cake and biscuits, contribute to music and worship in other ways and 
make the welcome of all our visitors and worshippers a high priorit; serve 
on the PCC, arrange delivery and printing of the parish magazine, 
maintain the website, help administer the churchyard and so much more. 
Your ministry is just as valuable and necessary as mine and I thank God 
for you regularly. Without you I could not hope to fulfil my duties as your 
Vicar and my Ministry Development role for the Diocese – not to mention 
those as Rural Dean.

So I draw this year’s report to a close with a blessing:

Risen Lord, 

give us a heart for the simple things: 

love, laughter, bread and wine and dreams.

Give us a green growing hope, 

and make of us a people 

whose song is alleluia, 

whose name is love, 

whose sign is peace.

Amen.


