
Pattingham and Patshull Parochial Church Council

Communications Working Group

Report to the Annual Parochial Church Meeting on 2nd April 2017

One of the objectives of the 2016 Mission Action Plan was to revise and seek to streamline our 
communications. The Communications Working Group was set up in July to address that objective 
and to assist the PCC in monitoring the MAP.

The PCC members of the group are:
 Maureen Hobbs
 Iain Coleman
 Ken Scott
 Graham Tritton
 Geoffrey Dann
 Tony Taylor.

The following non members of the PCC are also members of the group:
 Mike Coope
 Kate Hore
 Lesley Jones
 Mike Moss.

The group started its work by reviewing the current methods of communication which we use. In 
addition to notice boards and announcements in church we have a magazine, pewsheets, a website 
and facebook. There are strengths to all of these and we are grateful to those who operate all of 
those. While there is no doubt a significant overlap between those who use each of those to find out 
what is going on some people will only be using one or two of them so it is important that any 
important communication uses all of those channels.

We then sought to identify areas in which communication and presentation might be improved.

We investigated the possibility of distributing the magazine free to each house in the parish but it 
was decided that it was not possible to do that. We did however review the printing arrangements 
for the magazine as a result of which we have been able to introduce colour and save some money 
on the printing costs.

In the past the most extensive communication within the parish has been the Christmas and Easter 
cards which are distributed to most houses in the parish. We produced a leaflet with some 
information about the church and its activities in 2016 and looking forward to 2017 which was 
distributed with the Christmas card. Those were distributed those not only to the part of the parish 
which is in Staffordhsire but also to the parts which are in Shropshire (principally Rudge and  
between Patshull and Boningale).

The church website was created by Mike Coope in 2006 and he has developed it significantly over 
the last 10 years. In order to further improve and develop the use of the internet we have 
investigated changes in the hosting arrangements. We have now put those arrangements in place and
have been able to make some changes to the website, It is also now possible for more than one 
person to be involved in its maintenance and development so Geoffrey Dann has joined Mike as 



joint webmaster. In due course Mike wishes to relinquish his role entirely and we would want to 
recruit one or more others to assist in maintaining and developing the website. 

We have also been able to create dedicated email addresses which can be used by church officers. 
Maureen can now use vicar@pattinghamchurch.org.uk and pewsheets@pattinghamchurch.org.uk 
can be used to send information to Lesley for the pewsheets. Over the next few months we will no 
doubt create others.

We now have a Pattingham Church calendar, which uses Google calendar, and is accessible either 
through the website or directly through Google calendar, It not only has information about services, 
meetings and events but also details of the readings for services.
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