
St Chad’s Church Pattingham

Fabric report

It has been, as ever, a busy year in maintaining the fabric of our Church building.

Shortly after our Annual Meeting we saw the completion of David Sampson’s last initiative, which was to improve the 
lighting outside the South Door of the Church. A new light has been fitted outside of the door and wash lighting has been
installed to light the porch area and highlight the glass doors with the St Chad’s cross. The effect at night enhances the 
appearance of that part of the church as well as providing better lighting.. Security lighting was installed at the same 
time, to the side of the West door to light up the path to the churchyard and the path from the South Door. The intention
is to make those areas safer to people passing that part of the Church at night.

Inside the Church the lighting around the table by the South door and around the Butler memorial required replacement 
and new LED lighting has been fitted and provides brighter and less obtrusive lighting. A new air curtain heater has been 
installed above the South Door for the comfort of those entering the Church and to help retain heat within the building.

Last April there was a significant fall of plaster from the apex part of the wall on the altar side of the section between the
nave and the chancel. This was repaired in two stages. Firstly there was an area of loose plaster that had to be removed 
(for safety reasons) and subsequently the area was re-plastered. As the area is barely visible a fine mesh wire netting was
incorporated to assist the stability of the plaster.

A consequence of the high winds in March this year was the detachment of one of the fixing points of the lighting 
conductor. This was close to the top of the spire and a steeplejack company was called in to make the repair.

We have had a couple of problems with the carillon this year which meant acquiring a new electronic control unit and 
the motor that drives the carillon itself had to be overhauled. Presently the carillon seems to be back to full working 
order.

There was a problem with the organ where we had a cipher problem in one of the pipes; again our organ maintenance 
company repaired the pipe.

All portable electrical appliances in the Church were “PAT” tested in November.

As referred to in the Vicar’s report the audio-visual system will be installed within the next few weeks. The steering 
committee headed by Mike Coope have done a fantastic job in dealing with the detail of this undertaking, particularly 
the distribution of the power supply. As the electrical work will be completed by the same company that installed the 
lighting system for the church this has provided us with the means to check and make any necessary repairs to the 
emergency lighting system. 

Work continues to provide a new heating system for the Church. To date we have had a survey completed by the 
Diocesan Heating Advisor and we have also had a visit and discussion with our Church Architect. Briefly we need to 
maintain a less variable temperature in the building. Not just to keep our congregation warm but to help maintain the 
fabric of the building. We need to introduce as effective a system as possible yet still maintain as much as possible the 
appearance of the Church. A great deal of time has been spent in consultation with over 10 companies involved in 
heating of large buildings. The PCC has selected a company to carry out the work and we are currently working on the 
application for a Faculty for the project accordingly. At present the plan is to site the Boiler in the Vicar’s Vestry and 
replace in its entirety the pipework. We hope to retain the original radiators apart from the two in the chancel where we 
would prefer to have radiators of less obtrusive appearance and also improve the heating of that part of the Church. Our 
plans are in accord with the views expressed by both the architect and the diocesan adviser. As you will understand we 
still have much work to do here.

Finally, in November 2016 we have the quinquennial review of our building. In order to help with the process it is very 
useful if we all keeping looking out for the fabric of our Church. If you do notice anything amiss or an area that need 
attention please let the churchwardens know.  Ken and Iain.


