
Report to the Annual Parochial Meeting on behalf of
the Bellringers of St Chad’s Church, Pattingham

We are fortunate in this parish to have a good ring of 8 bells which are in good condition and a band 
of ringers who ring them regularly. We are one of a small number of churches at which the bells are 
still regularly rung for both main services on a Sunday. There are an increasing number of churches at 
which the bells are rung for only one service and also many at which they are only rung occasionally 
for service, due to a lack of enough ringers. 

We do however need to recruit and train new ringers (or encourage lapsed ringers to return) if we are 
to continue. We were fortunate that Chloë Darby moved back into the village in 2014 and immediately
joined the band of ringers. She had grown up in the village and had learnt to ring as a youngster and is 
now a very competent ringer and a great addition to the band. We did teach a learner (a Welsh lady 
who had recently moved into the village) over the last six months or so but a new job seems to have 
stopped her continuing. 

We currently have 14 ringers “on the books” but of those 2 are students who are only here 
occasionally or rarely and 3 or 4 are not able to ring regularly due to health problems or other 
commitments. This means we have a core of only 8 or 9 regular ringers (with an average age of over 
60). If two or three of those are away we struggle to find a band to ring.

In 2014 there were 4 Sunday services for which we were unable to ring due to a shortage of ringers 
and there were a number of others when we were only able to ring because we were helped by ringers 
from other towers. We practice on a Monday evening and ring for services, not only on Sundays but 
also services such as Ash Wednesday and Ascension Day. We have continued with the tradition which
we have developed in recent years of ringing “half muffled” for the service on Good Friday. We rang 
for 8 weddings in 2014 and also rang for the Bells Run in October and at Patshull in May for the 
Rogation Sunday service.

During the year the bell ropes, which are just over 20 years old, were refurbished by replacing the 
sallies and tail ends (the “furry bit” and the rope below that) which should mean that they will last for 
another 10 or 20 years.

In January 2015 we rang a peal to mark the 150th anniversary of the augmentation of the bells to eight 
in 1865. This was rung by four Pattingham ringers (including the three youngest members of the band,
all of whom lived in the village when they were born) with two ringers from Tettenhall and two from 
further afield. A peal is a significant performance which takes about 3 hours. It was notable as the first
peal at Pattingham including any Pattingham ringers for nearly 20 years and was conducted by the 
youngest member of the band.

There is a wealth of information about bellringing at Pattingham and generally on the Pattingham 
Ringers website at www.pattingham-ringers.org.uk

Bellringing provides mental and physical exercise in pleasant company. We cannot teach anyone 
under 9 years old, although it is likely that a potential ringer would need to be a little bit older to have 
the maturity and physical ability to learn to ring. There is no upper age limit - some people carry on 
ringing into their 90s and some have even learnt in their 70s or 80s. Anyone who wants to find out 
more about ringing is welcome to contact a member of the band.

Geoffrey Dann
Ringing Master
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