
Vicar’s Report 2015/6

Much of what I want to say is covered in the Trustees’ Report as part of 
our full Financial Accounts – and I refer you to that document.

It has been a year of consolidation rather than any dramatic leaps 
forward. Last year I thought we would have our A/V System installed by 
now... well not quite, although I believe that in just a week or two the 
work will finally commence. At least we have the faculty approval all done 
– for which I must thank Iain for his outstanding work and patience, 
getting to grips with the DAC and all its little foibles! We are also well on 
the way to renewing our heating system – to ensure a warm and 
welcoming environment for all comers.

In fact both of our Wardens have done outstanding work and form an 
excellent team. We have been meeting regularly this year as a “greater 
staff team” along with Revd. Paul Snape and our Verger, Alison Colin-
Stokes. And this has been a great help to me – so I thank them sincerely 
for all that they do.

But last year we had to say a sort of goodbye to the Sampsons, Liz and 
Dave – although of course they continue to be valued members of this 
congregation and I know have helped out on numerous occasions.... Dave
is still the first port of call when this Vicar unwisely gets herself stuck in 
the mud (literally) at Patshull!

New (old) faces have stepped forwards to fill some of the tasks that Dave 
and Liz fulfilled so ably between them. So thanks to Margaret Harris for 
overseeing our lovely flower arrangements; and to the Goslings for 
looking after the Brass Rota. Thanks to Elaine Lavendar and Peter Nicholls
for all the work on the rotas ... and of course those who volunteer to fill 
the various slots. The new systems are still bedding down, but my 
impression is that all is now working rather better.

Thank you to Carol Broxton – who masterminded our fete last year for the
final time. It was a splendid event and the sun shone too – which was 
great! The new team of Fete organisers is getting things underway now 
under the chairmanship of Kate Hore and we look forward to things going 
from strength to strength.

Holiday Club was another success story – thanks to Colin and the team 
who assisted him. Next Year’s Holiday Club will have a new leader – Anna 
Davies – but I am sure it will prove just as popular if not more so with the
village children and their parents.

And then – of course, - we had the Scarecrow Festival in September.... 
what can one say! Another stunning weekend and a fantastic fundraising 



event. I still can hardly credit that we raised nearly £13,000. Enormously 
hard work by the committee under Chrissie’s guiding hand, but so 
worthwhile in so many ways. And the Bells Run continued to draw 
significant participants both to run and to spectate in October. Thanks to 
Tony and Lisa for all they do towards that event and all the organising of 
stewards and refreshments – not to mention Sue and and her famous 
fruit cake!

The year is marked of course not only by these broadly social events, but 
by the church calendar too. In September members of the congregation 
took part in the Diocesan celebration of the end of Bishop Jonathan’s time
as our Diocesan Bishop and we wish him and Jane well in their 
retirement. We welcomed the Archdeacon at the Harvest Evensong at the 
end of the Scarecrow Weekend and it was good to hear her dedicate our 
new doors. Remembrance passed, and then Christmas came and went in 
a flurry of Carol Services and Christmas worship. And with Easter coming 
so early this year, we were no sooner through Epiphany than Lent was 
upon us and we were looking forward to Easter.

Thanks to our fantastic volunteers we were able to extend the traditional 
building of the Easter Garden to include a Messy Church activity – which 
proved hugely popular. Rosemary Claxton has looked after the Easter 
Garden for many years and with a rather significant birthday on the 
horizon, has very sensibly decided that now might be a good time to pass 
this baton on to others.... So next year we will need to think how best to 
build on the wonderful tradition she has maintained.

There were some sad losses during the past year of course. I cannot let 
this opportunity pass without reference to my predecessor – the Revd. 
John Daimond, who undertook his journey to glory this year, having 
battled hard against cancer and done remarkably well for at least two 
years longer than we thought possible at one stage. I know how very 
much he is missed – by Pauline most of all of course, but by other friends 
here too. Other goodbyes to members of the congregation and/or 
community included Martin Kemp, Mike Nash, Billy Bull, Bobby Davies, 
Sylvia and Bob Harrington, Chas Chaplin, Barbara Bolland and Walter 
Scarth.

But what of the future? Our annual Vision Setting Day for the PCC saw 
some really creative thinking with long-term plans being discussed for a 
part-time Youth and Children’s worker and thoughts about a possible re-
arrangement of the North Aisle and kitchen facilities to create a more 
flexible space that could have multiple uses and advantages. 

In the nearer future, I am hoping that early in our new PCC year, we 
should consider some re-arrangement of the Lady Chapel to create a 
more inviting space for quiet contemplation – possibly with the 



introduction of a candle stand for the many people who visit us when 
visiting loved ones in the churchyard or at other times, and who might 
appreciate the opportunity to light a candle and say a prayer. But rest 
assured that any changes of this nature will be subject to faculty – so you
too can comment if you wish.

Of course none of this would be possible without the sterling work of the 
Treasurer, Graham Tritton, and the Finance Committee who masterminded
the ‘Digging Deeper’ campaign and have seen our finances significantly 
improve.

This church is hugely blessed by its volunteers – those who launder linen, 
arrange flowers, provide hospitality with tea, coffee and (not forgetting!) 
cake and biscuits, contribute to music and worship in other ways and 
make the welcome of all our visitors and worshippers a high priority, 
serve on the PCC, arrange delivery and printing of the parish magazine, 
maintain the website, help administer the churchyard and so much more. 
Your ministry is just as valuable and necessary as mine and I thank God 
for you regularly. Without you I could not hope to fulfil my duties as your 
Vicar and my Ministry Development role for the Diocese – not to mention 
those as Rural Dean.

So I finish by reminding you again that from 25th April on Monday 
evenings we will be re-running the Everybody Welcome Course, which we 
first experienced a couple of years ago and which has proved really useful
in concentrating minds on how we present our face to the wider 
community. And while it is of particular relevance to the Sidespeople and 
Welcomers, this is a short course (just five weeks) from which EVERYONE 
in the congregation could well benefit.

So, for all that has been – Thank you – and for all that is to come YES!


