
Report to the Annual Parochial Meeting on behalf of
the Bellringers of St Chad’s Church, Pattingham

We are fortunate in this parish to have a good ring of 8 bells which are in good condition and a band of
ringers who ring them regularly. We are one of a small number of churches at which the bells are still 
regularly rung for both main services on a Sunday. There are an increasing number of churches at 
which the bells are rung for only one service and also many at which they are only rung occasionally 
for service, due to a lack of enough ringers. 

We practise on a Monday evening and ring for services, not only on Sundays but also for services on 
days such as Ash Wednesday, Ascension Day and Good Friday. We ring “half muffled” for Good 
Friday and Remembrance Sunday. In 2015 there were only 2 Sunday services for which we were 
unable to ring due to a shortage of ringers but there were a number of others when we were only able 
to ring because we were helped by ringers from other towers. We rang for 12 weddings in 2015 and 
also rang for the 70th anniversary of VE Day in May, the Bells Run in October and at Patshull in May 
for the Rogation Sunday service.

We participated in the Scarecrow Festival with a tableau based on the Hunchback of Notre Dame and 
let visitors chime one of the bells. We were also able to explain something about bellringing. This led 
to two 11 year old girls expressing an interest in learning to ring and they duly started learning in 
October. The husband of one of our existing ringers also started to learn and he is now ringing 
regularly for Sunday service. The girls are making steady progress but are not yet ready to ring for 
services.

Chris Wycherley, who had been a loyal member of the band for over 20 years, left the village in the 
summer when she and Clive retired. We now have 14 ringers plus two learners “on the books”. 
Several of the ringers are not able to ring regularly due to health problems or other commitments. We 
have a core of about 10 regular ringers now but still struggle to find a band to ring if three or four of 
them are away. The average age of the band has fallen since last year but six of the regular ringers are 
aged over 60. If regular ringing is to continue we need to continue to recruit and train new ringers.

Bellringing provides mental and physical exercise in pleasant company. We cannot teach anyone 
under 9 years old, although it is likely that a potential ringer would need to be a little bit older to have 
the maturity and physical ability to learn to ring. There is no upper age limit - some people carry on 
ringing into their 90s and some have even learnt in their 70s or 80s. Anyone who wants to find out 
more about ringing is welcome to contact a member of the band.

There is a wealth of information about bellringing at Pattingham and generally on the Pattingham 
Ringers website at www.pattingham-ringers.org.uk

Geoffrey Dann
Ringing Master
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