
Vicar’s Report 2017

You will have elsewhere the Trustees’ Report as part of our full Financial 
Accounts – and I refer you to that document.

We also have seen our “Year in the life of St Chad’s....” presentation. I am, as 
ever, very grateful to Mike Coope for all that he does to aid our visual 
presentations in church and around the village. We are so blessed in this 
parish!

I am also indebted to our Wardens – Iain and Gena for the considerable work 
that they have each undertaken, - not forgetting their ‘other halves’,  Elaine and
Mike, who in their own ways also make a great contribution.

The work of the Fabric Committee has been outstanding this year – overseeing 
the work of restoring the heating and so many other areas. Keeping this 
building in excellent repair and making sure that we can worship in relative 
comfort.

Inevitably 2017 was dominated for me by my surgery to have my left knee 
replaced. I am pleased to report that this went well – so well, that I am now 
considering having the other one done! The only difficulty – (or maybe some 
would say advantage!), is that this procedure requires a lengthy recouperation 
– in the order of 8 – 12 weeks. Thanks to everyone – but particularly Ken as our
Reader and Iain and Gena as Churchwardens, for keeping everything going 
during my absence and coping with a variety of clergy coming in to help out.

It needs to be said that 2018 is Iain’s final year in the post of Churchwarden – it 
hardly seems possible that he will have served 6 years, but they have been 
years of considerable achievement – not least in exploring and finding ways 
that the role of Churchwarden can be made more manageable. Gena too will 
be keen to find a replacement who can work alongside her for the next few 
years, although of course I am sure Iain will continue to provide help and 
advice – as indeed our other former Churchwardens do. It is a great advantage 
to a church to have lots of people who understand something of the role and 
responsibilities of this important post. So please take this as your invitation to 
consider if this time next year, you might be able to offer yourself?

I also have to advise you that – after five years of outstanding work, 
implementing a new accounting system and producing information which has 
been invaluable to the PCC, our Treasurer, Graham Tritton, informs me that 
following this APCM he would like to hand the role on to new hands. I have no 
idea at present who that might be – but there will, I am sure be someone who 



emerges in the next few weeks. If this is a task to which you feel called, please 
speak to me, the Churchwardens or Graham himself. It does not necessarily 
require an accountant – the software handles that, but it does need someone 
who is numerate and feels confident working on a computer – and has several 
hours to offer each week! We continue to thank the “Money People” who 
assist the Treasurer in counting the collections and administering the paying in, 
week by week.

Alison Colin-Stokes along with husband Rob and assistance from Milly and 
Daisy continue to provide verging skills that go above and beyond. Her 
assistance in coping with the demands of anxious brides and their mothers at 
weddings is priceless! Thanks also to Gena and Mike for often substituting at 
other occasional offices when Alison is unable to be present.

And thanks to Anna Davies for taking on the leadership of our Sunday School 
and Holiday Club and to Anna and Alison for all they do for the younger 
members of our congregation – made all the more difficult by the 
unpredictability of numbers! Thanks also to Lisa Ainsworth for all her past 
leadership of Sunday School.

I continue to be very grateful for the expertise and musical contribution of all 
who play for our services, and the joy of seeing the growing confidence of our 
young people leading worship at our monthly Youth Service is remarkable.  
They deserve better support from the rest of this large congregation, and I 
cannot help but feel that many of you are missing out on something very 
special by deciding that this monthly event is ‘not for you’. Try it! Thanks to 
Barbara Tritton for her encouragement and mentoring of them.

Organists John Fellows and Martin Fox with occasional support from Stephen
Reed have done a splendid job of leading our more conventional services and
the choir has gone from strength to strength. Lovely to have new ‘associate’
choir members joining us from time to time. 

The Flower Guild under Margaret Harris’ direction have kept our floral 
decoration up to a very high standard – they are perhaps the only group to 
have mixed feelings about the heating system...  We may appreciate the 
warmth, but the blooms less so! And a number of people have continued to 
keep our brasses polished and our altar linens laundered and pristine – despite 
the Vicar’s best efforts to spill wine, drip wax and do all the other annoying 
things that clergy do!

Thanks are due to Elizabeth Gosling for having done sterling work, supervising 
our church Electoral Roll (not to be confused with the civil one!). 2019 will see 
another complete revision of the roll – when everyone has to re-register, and 



Elizabeth has indicated to me that she also would like to relinquish her 
responsibility for this. I am hoping that our Parish Administrator, Lesley Jones, 
will be able to take on this in addition to her other tasks, which she so 
admirably fulfils.

“Who’s for Lunch” launched in 2017 as an initiative of Henry and Liz Ibberson 
with support from the Pastoral Group and many others. I am delighted at its 
growth and development and feel sure that this is a valuable addition to the 
life of a village that increasingly sees people leading somewhat isolated lives.

I am sure that many of you will have noticed the improved standard of our 
printed communications, both the magazine and occasional leaflets and 
publicity posters. While it is difficult to measure the effectiveness of these, I am
sure that the growing numbers of new faces seen in the congregation – 
especially during major festival seasons, owes much to these and to our 
presence on social media – particularly Facebook, courtesy of Kate Hore. Many 
thanks to everyone on the Communications Committee, particularly Tony 
Taylor and Geoffrey Dann.

2017 also saw another highly successful Scarecrow Festival which again has a 
very effective management committee under the leadership of Chrissie 
Ringrose. As I write they are turning their attention to the proposed Christmas 
Tree Festival happening in December 2018. Not having been in post when the 
previous one occurred, I am particularly looking forward to this! The Bells Run 
too is now such an established part of our yearly events that it is easy to 
overlook the immense amount of organisation that goes into making it a 
success. Thanks as always to the Ainsworth family for this and for mustering 
the support of a small army of stewards and other helpers on the day.

This is an amazing church in which to minister. You are an amazing bunch of 
people; highly gifted, generous with your time and financial support, 
welcoming and supportive to me. But we are all subject to the effects of time. 
Before long I will be celebrating my 10th Anniversary with you – although it 
hardly seems credible that the years are passing so quickly. And as several 
people have commented, when you look around our congregation – especially 
the regulars – we are ageing. There is still much vitality, for which I give 
constant thanks, but we cannot afford to be complacent. Unless we continue to
reach out to our community and attract and give a voice to younger people, 
the future begins to look bleak. The PCC and I are directly addressing some of 
these issues, but we cannot do it alone. Thank you for all your past support but
please redouble your efforts to keep this church at the heart of the community,
not only physically, but spiritually too. So let’s pray



There was a time when the dead stayed lifeless, 
when the end of the road was the end of the road.

But Jesus is risen from the dead: 
so now nothing is lost and gone that cannot rise into something new.

There was a time when a closed door stayed shut, when we locked ourselves
away from what we could not face.

But Jesus is risen from the dead: 
so now we can walk free of fear to face new challenges and opportunities.

There was a time when we were left alone, when we called out in our
emptiness without being sure anyone heard us.

But Jesus is risen from the dead: 
he came to Galilee to break bread and eat with his dear disciples. 

So now we know his presence with us amidst human frailty and faithlessness,
even through the darkest night.

Risen Lord, may we sow the new life you offer.

May we go in faith through new doors,

May we know you with us always. Amen.
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