
 

St Chad’s Church Pattingham  Fabric report 2018-2019 

Fabric Committee 
The Fabric Committee has formal oversight of fabric issues and reports to the PCC via one of the 

churchwardens. The committee is chaired by D. Challinor, membership is M. Coope, M Richards, R Colin-

Stokes, J. Riches, C. M. Ringrose, I. Coleman. Any members of the Standing Committee may attend. The 

committee met on two occasions in the course of the year and also communicated as required by email. As a 

note the work of this committee tends to be fairly constant activity so this approach allows us a reasonably 

quick response. 

Heating 
The final phase, to add two radiators to replace the electric heaters in the Loft occurred in May 2018.  

The joinery required to return the Vestry to good order has been completed by Woodskills Ltd and pipework 

has been concealed by removeable oak paneling.  

Minor Works 
The final phase of minor works arising from the Quinquennial inspection has been completed by Alliance 

Technical Services.  

Pew Cushions 
Pew cushions were placed on the pews in the centre, south aisle and choir stalls. Excellent addition to the Church 

and very many thanks to Vanessa Derbyshire and Chrissie Ringrose. The cushioning in the Sanctuary is a gift from 

Vanessa in memory of Jonathan. An eye hook system has been deployed to hang the hassocks (Thanks (again) to Chrissie 

and Dave Challinor . 

Church Lighting 
A number of bulbs have been replaced with LED bulbs and again this will continue as we replace in the future. 

As we are in receipt of a legacy which specifically refers to completion of the lighting of the Church, the rear of 

the Church (west) lighting has been upgraded and is now better illuminated. The lighting in the ringing chamber 

has also received attention but needs some adjustments. We hope to upgrade the internal lighting of the tower 

and extend to the top of the staircase. The lighting in the vestibule area will be upgraded to provide 5 recessed 

LED downlights and 1 emergency LED light. 

Churchyard 
Morfe Valley continue to maintain our Churchyard and will do so for the next two years. In addition to mowing, 

this now includes care of hedges, attention to the “avenue” of rowan trees and application of herbicide in the 

summer months.  

The Ashes flagstone area in the old churchyard has been “tidied” and the corner area landscaped. 

Trees – in checking the churchyard, Morfe Valley reported that the 7 Lime trees that front the church have 

significant amounts of large diameter deadwood in them which should be removed, it would also be prudent to 

remove the basal epicormic growth too. This has now been completed. 



Roof Tiles 
As a consequence of gusting winds in February, we lost tiles from a small area on the south facing main church 

roof. Repaired by Alliance Technical Services. 

Organ 
The work required for the church organ has been agreed, after considerable consultation particularly with our 

organist. Existing electro-mechanical switching relays and multi-switches will be replaced with a purpose-built 

solid state switching system. Existing cables from the console, and to the wind chests, are to be connected to the 

system pin boards. The polarity of the existing organ actions will be altered, where required, to suit the 

replacement system. Additional work is to include: the renewal of all manual key contacts, will include an 

electronic piston capture system, a replacement switch mode low voltage organ power supply and installation of 

short cable runs where appropriate. The work is scheduled to take place in September of 2019. 

Clock and carillon 
Carillon - Investigative work by Mike Richards and Dave Challinor revealed that the electric motor was the 

main problem. This has now been replaced and the carillon now works.  

Clock - is not working at present. Our clock is a weight driven, pendulum action, mechanism which drives on 

the time side through a double 3 leg gravity escapement. As the pendulum swings and the escape mechanism 

turns there is a lantern pinion at the back of the double 3 leg arrangement that kicks out the gravity arms. It is 

this action that maintains the impulse on the clock mechanism – which keeps it going. Investigation revealed 

that there was a missing pin off the lantern pinion and the others were loose and damaged. There is no obvious 

reason why this has happened but it will need rectifying – for 2 reasons: firstly the erratic action will stop the 

clock , secondly should the pins fail completely then the clock could suffer from a “run through” which means 

that the weight could crash. This is why the engineer decided to stop the clock and leave it safe. It will be 

necessary to remove the escape mechanism completely and bring to a workshop for the appropriate repairs. We 

have received one quotation of £1276 (+VAT) but have contacted two other Clock repairers for another 

quotation. 

Lych Gate Pillars 
Lych Gate pillar stones were dressed as specified by our architect, this involved removing the loose flaking 

stone where water can get behind and make things worse. This isn’t so much a repair as a way of stopping it 

from getting worse, which was what Andrew Capper (architect) described to us. This has been done in various 

places around the Church, particularly some of the window stonework. However, lych gate pillars do look a real 

mess and we have established cost, received confirmation from the architect and have submitted a query to the 

Secretary of the Diocesan Advisory (DAC) committee as to whether the work requires a faculty or can proceed 

with the Archdeacon’s permission (List B works). 

Future work 
In response to a request from the Parish for siting of votive candles in the Lady Chapel, an application was 

submitted to the DAC, however this Faculty application was not supported on the grounds that the removal of 

the pews would alter the “historic” appearance of the Church. The advice of a pew expert has been received and 

in combination with a good deal of archival work by Graham Tritton, we are considering the final content of a 

renewed application. 

The request from the choir for a non-fixed extension of the reading desk for choristers has also been responded 

to, preliminary diagrams and models have been prepared by Mike Richards. A company has been approached to 

assemble the extension and a final decision on the wood to be used is awaited. 



West Door – the architect has visited to view the site, take measurements and photographs. He has provided 

initial drawings of the manner in which this area could be improved, particularly with a view to improving 

draught exclusion, and will advise on potential caveats with regard to the submitting an application to the DAC. 

The North Aisle Project has been considered by the Fabric Committee but the Fabric issues await further 

discussion. 

David Challinor and Iain Coleman 

April 2019 


