
Vicar’s Report 2018/19 

 

You will have elsewhere the Trustees’ Report as part of our full Financial 
Accounts – and I refer you to that document. 

We also have seen our “Year in the life of St Chad’s....” presentation. I am, as 
ever, very grateful to Mike Coope for all that he does to aid our visual 
presentations in church and around the village. We are so blessed in this 
parish! 

I am also indebted to our Wardens – Iain and Gena for the considerable work 
that they have each undertaken, - not forgetting their ‘other halves’, Elaine 
and Mike, who in their own ways also make a great contribution. 

The Wardens, together with Ken as our Reader, Revd. Paul and I meet regularly 
to plan the work and worship of the Parish as a Ministry team. I am very 
grateful for the wisdom and encouragement we all share and for the sense of 
collegiality this provides. 

The work of the Fabric Committee has continued to be effective and most 
valued. Keeping this building in excellent repair and making sure that we can 
worship in relative comfort. I regret that our first attempt to submit a faculty 
application to achieve the changes we would like to make in the Lady Chapel 
have not been successful so far... But we are determined to re-submit and 
hope to have a more positive outcome in the next few months. 

2018 indeed saw me undergoing further knee surgery. The good news is that I 
have run out of knees to replace now! I am not anticipating any further lengthy 
absences, but I am very grateful to all the clergy who provided cover and to 
Ken, Gena and Iain for keeping things running so smoothly while I was away. 

As promised last year, we are bidding a fond farewell to Iain in the post of 
Churchwarden after a full six years in office. I am still praying for a suitable 
replacement to come forward! Iain has made a great contribution during his 
time in office – and will I am sure continue to find ways in which to serve God 
and this parish in future. 

As I said last year, it is a great advantage to a church to have lots of people who 
understand something of the role and responsibilities of this important post.   

God blessed us in remarkable ways last year. Most notably in the emergence of 
our new Treasurer, Clive Pendrell, who has taken on the mantle of Graham 
Tritton in a calm and efficient manner and is making a very good contribution 
as a member of our PCC and Standing Committee. Thank you Clive! 



We continue to thank the “Money People” who assist the Treasurer in 
counting the collections and administering the paying in, week by week. 

It has also been wonderful to welcome a new Director of Music in the person 
of Greg Lewin. I think Greg is writing elsewhere of his plans for our music and 
choir, but I am sure that I speak for us all in appreciating his skilled 
musicianship and willingness to join the St Chad’s community. Our Choir has 
taken on something of a new lease of life – with many associates coming to 
join in special occasions and some becoming permanent additions in the choir 
stalls. 

Alison Colin-Stokes along with husband Rob and assistance from Milly and 
Daisy continue to provide verging skills that go above and beyond. Her 
assistance in coping with the demands of anxious brides and their mothers at 
weddings is priceless! Thanks also to Gena and Mike for often substituting at 
funerals and weddings when Alison is unable to be present. 

And thanks to Anna Davies for leading our monthly Sunday School and annual 
Holiday Club and to Anna and Alison for all they do for the younger members 
of our congregation – made all the more difficult by the unpredictability of 
numbers!  The PCC continues to consider how we might best answer the 
spiritual needs of younger families – perhaps by the addition of more informal 
worship on a Saturday or Sunday afternoon... watch this space! 

I continue to be very grateful for the expertise and musical contribution of all 
who play for our services, and of seeing the growing confidence of our young 
people leading worship at our monthly Youth Service.  They deserve better 
support from the rest of this large congregation, and I cannot help but feel that 
many of you are missing out on something very special by deciding that this 
monthly event is ‘not for you’. Try it! Thanks to Barbara Tritton for her 
encouragement and mentoring of them. 

The Flower Guild under Margaret Harris’ direction have kept our floral 
decoration up to a very high standard  

And a number of people have continued to keep our brasses polished and our 
altar linens laundered and pristine – despite the Vicar’s best efforts to spill 
wine, drip wax and do all the other annoying things that clergy do! 

Thank you to our Parish Administrator Lesley Jones for her weekly preparation 
of our Pew Sheets and other notices and this year for having taken on the 
revision of the Church Electoral Roll.  

“Who’s for Lunch” launched in 2017 as an initiative of Henry and Liz Ibberson 
with support from the Pastoral Group and many others. It has proved itself by 



the growth in popularity with now approaching 40 people attending each 
month. Indeed we are very nearly at full capacity in the small village hall. 

Our printed communication have continued to be produced to a high standard, 
thanks to the work of the Communications committee. If you have further 
ideas or would be interested in taking on the admin of our Facebook page and 
other Social media presence, please let me know. Kate and Russ Hore are 
planning a move to the Lake District this coming year and while we wish them 
well, we will miss their very real contribution to this and to our annual fete and 
other occasions. 

2018 has been a year of growing uncertainty in the external world – and this 
inevitably has an effect on church life too. Not that Brexit has too much direct 
impact on St Chad’s (thank goodness!) but the sale of the Crown Estate land 
around and between Pattingham and Patshull is another matter. With 
continuing uncertainty about the ownership of land – which impacts our 
farming community directly and has caused much worry and concern among 
them, we are unable to plan some of our major events. This is disappointing 
for us as a church and for the wider village. So no Scarecrows in 2019 and the 
30th Bells Run is destined to be the final one in this format. Huge thanks to 
those who have formed the steering committees in the past and particularly to 
the Ainsworth family for all they have done for the Bells Run over the past few 
years. 

We did see a wonderful Christmas Tree Festival in December 2018 – and I was 
able to return from convalescence just in time to enjoy it! Many thanks to 
Chrissie Ringrose and her committee for overseeing and organising this. I know 
it brought much pleasure to those who came and those who decorated trees. 

I have said it before, but this really is an amazing church in which to minister. 
Thank you for sharing in my celebration of 10 years as your Priest in Charge 
and now Vicar. We have shared other significant anniversaries too – 100 years 
since the end of WWI – marked with a great celebration in the village hall. 25 
years since women were first ordained in the Church of England!  

We have also sadly lost a number of significant figures in our church and village 
community – some who lived long and fruitful lives, others who it seemed 
were taken from us far too soon. Mention must be made here of Mary Stubbs 
who, together with her husband Alan (who we are delighted to see has 
returned to us recently), served this church so long and faithfully. 

Indeed her presence continues to be felt by all those who are tasked with the 
care of this building and the preparation for worship. God bless you Mary – 
may we always continue to do you proud! 



The past is important to us, but only so far as we can use it as a springboard 
and foundation from which we can move confidently into the future with our 
gaze fixed on Jesus as our Saviour and guide. Discipleship, Evangelism and 
Vocation are the themes of our Diocese currently and they will inspire and 
motivate us as we go forward. 

. 


