
THE PARISH OF PATTINGHAM WITH PATSHULL 

REPORT TO THE ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 2019 

ON THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE DEANERY SYNOD 

 

The Deanery Synod consists of the clergy in the deanery and lay representatives from each parish. It 

met as usual on three occasions during the year 2018/19. 

 

June 2018 

David Primrose, the Diocesan Director of Transforming Communities, gave a talk dealing with four 

main themes: 

• Caring for God’s Creation 

• Sharing in Ministry with Older People 

• Tackling Poverty and Causes of Poverty 

• Disabilities, Wholeness and the Gospel  

and four additional themes: 

• Mental Health 

• Asylum-Seekers, Migrants, Refugees 

• Modern-Day Slavery 

• Homelessness 

He said that we need to invite people in, be the church in the community and once they are there, 

teach them. Let’s behave the way we believe. Develop and deepen relationships. Make the 

boundaries of church loose and flexible. Every person has a contribution, if we let them.  

He talked about dementia and what can be done to make churches more dementia friendly. 

 

October 2018 

The speaker was George Fisher, the Diocesan Director of Mission. The title of his talk was “The E 

word”, which referred to evangelism. He said that many of us find evangelism difficult and he 

suggested some easy things which could be done. He referred to the need for greater emphasis in 

getting the message across to the wider community in bringing them to Christ. The Talking Jesus 

research shows at least one in five of the people we talk to about Jesus is open to know more. We 

should: 

• Say – be ready to tell our faith story 

• Give them something 

• Invite people. 

• Welcome all new people. 

He referred to a number of things which are available to help to do these things. 

 

February 2018 

Revd. Romita Shrisunder from the Diocesan Vocations and Training team talked about 

"Developments in Lay Training". The vocation team believe that everyone is uniquely gifted and 

has a calling. They have been working in three main areas: lay ministry, local leadership and the 

national agenda “Setting God’s People Free”, whose purpose is to recognise our faith is bigger than 

Sundays and affirm those in secular vocations. The focus was on lay ministry and how the diocese 

can support parishes and individuals to follow the diocesan vision of developing discipleship, 

encouraging vocation and inspiring evangelism in their personal contexts. She talked about the 

changes being made in training of Readers. 

 

If anyone has any questions about the deanery synod any of us would be happy to try to answer 

them. 
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