
St Chad’s Church Pattingham - Annual Fabric Report for 2019

(This report deals with actions during 2019.  It does not include subsequent action in 2020.)

Fabric Committee
The Fabric Committee has formal oversight of fabric issues and reports to the PCC via one of the 
churchwardens and/or a member of the PCC. The committee is chaired by D. Challinor, membership is M. 
Coope, M Richards, R Colin-Stokes, J. Riches, C. M. Ringrose, P. Morgan, I. Coleman. Any members of the 
Standing Committee may attend. The committee met on two occasions in the course of the year and also 
communicated as required by email. As a note the work of this committee tends to be fairly constant activity so 
this approach allows us a reasonably quick response. As a matter of course, the fabric of the church is 
monitored on a rolling basis by members of the fabric committee. 

Heating
It was agreed to extend the practice of maintaining the church temperature at a minimum of 10oC to the loft area
as well. This is keeping with the architect’s advice regarding protection of the fabric of the building. The minor 
adjustment to the thermostat to be completed by HeatinGlobal in due course.

AV system
New large screens to be fitted, (one is already in place on right hand side), installation of the left hand screen is 
anticipated on the 8th November (delivery permitting). One old monitor to be used in the loft. The other screen 
passed on for use in the Vicarage.

The committee discussed means to resolve the lengthy delay experienced when switching between camera and 
(say) PowerPoint presentations. The Cornerstone solution remains an upgrade of all of the HDMI Input 
Switch and HDMI Output Distribution Amplifier units (cost around £3,100 ex VAT).  The alternative of a 
Roland V-1HD video mixer was also discussed. Ongoing with further investigation of potential systems.

Adam and Eve window corner
The fabric committee reviewed the drawings provided by the architect of the cupboard arrangements to enhance
this aspect of the Church. It was considered that the cupboards should be higher and deeper to provide better 
storage space. To be reported back to the architect. Floor requires repair as there is some deterioration in this 
area – will involve some removal of existing tiles, fresh hardcore laid down and new tiles. Architect to be asked 
to provide quotes.

Church Lighting
A number of bulbs have been replaced with LED bulbs and again this will continue as we replace in the future. 
As we are in receipt of a legacy which specifically refers to completion of the lighting of the Church, the rear of
the Church (west) lighting has been upgraded and is now better illuminated. The lighting in the ringing chamber
has also received attention. We have upgraded the internal lighting of the tower and extended to the top of the 
staircase. The lighting in the vestibule area has been upgraded to provide 5 recessed LED downlights and 1 
emergency LED light. Portable appliance testing (PAT) completed at the same time. Agreed that next PAT will 
be Autumn 2021.

Churchyard
Morfe Valley continue to maintain our Churchyard and will do so for the next year. 

Trees – in checking the churchyard, Morfe Valley reported that the 7 Lime trees that front the church have 
significant amounts of large diameter deadwood in them which should be removed, it would also be prudent to 
remove the basal epicormic growth too. This has now been completed.



Roof Tiles
As a consequence of gusting winds in February, we lost tiles from a small area on the south facing main church 
roof. Repaired by Alliance Technical Services.

Floor Grids and Tiles
Repaired by Alliance Technical Services attended to re-support and stabilize metal floor grids at the chancel 
steps and the east end of the left hand choir pew. Piano castors were of a dimension that meant they were at risk 
of falling into grid holes. David Challinor has replaced the original castors with slightly larger castors to 
alleviate this problem.

Choir Desks
The request from the choir for a non-fixed extension of the reading desk for choristers has also been responded 
to, preliminary diagrams and models were prepared by Mike Richards. Woodskills was approached to assemble 
the extension.

The desk extensions have been completed and, combined with the previously improved lighting, appear to 
facilitate reading.

Lych Gate Pillars
Lych Gate pillar stones were dressed as specified by our architect, this involved removing the loose flaking 
stone where water can get behind and make things worse. This isn’t so much a repair as a way of stopping it 
from getting worse, which was what Andrew Capper (architect) described to us. Archdeacon’s permission (List 
B works) was obtained. These have now been repaired by Paul Beardmore. The architect had been consulted 
with regard to the wood supports of the roof and he advised that they should remain untouched for the present.  

Clock Repairs
Following two breakdowns due to separate problems (Lantern pin dropped, gear issue, unsurprising perhaps 
after 150 years of service). Cumbria Clocks removed the clock mechanism, repaired it off-site and returned to 
the Church. To date the clock has kept time.

Organ Upgrade
Now completed and organist is satisfied with the result. The considerable generosity of the Church Estate in 
funding this project is noted and very much appreciated.

Future work 

In response to a request from the Parish for siting of votive candles in the Lady Chapel, an application was 
submitted to the DAC in addition to a reordering consisting of the removal of surplus pews and introduction of 
chairs to the Lady Chapel, however this Faculty application was not supported on the grounds that the removal 
of the pews would alter the “historic” appearance of the Church. The advice of a pew expert has been received 
and in combination with a good deal of archival work by Graham Tritton, we are considering the final content 
of a renewed application. 

West Door -  the architect was currently seeking estimates and checking prices for the work envisaged.. It was 
noted the oak west door required a deal of attention. Statements of need and significance will be needed from 
the PCC to obtain a Faculty for the work. Whilst the North Aisle project remains an ongoing issue, it is deemed 
separate from the perspective of Faculty applications.

David Challinor and Iain Coleman
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