
Our Parish magazine - 'Parish News~ .. 
A monthly magazine with a new look for 2017 includes 
articles about the Church, events and local public services. 
Costs just £7.50 per year, including delivery. Also available 
in Church at 65p per copy. 
To subscribe, contact Jill and Martin Parker on 700755. 

Heating in Church ... 
Because of the problems with the Church heating system 
and the cold weather, we decided to hold our main 
SUNDAY SERVICES in other village locations from 29th 
January. 
1 O.OOam Service - School Hall, Westbeech Road 
6.30pm Service - Upstairs room of the Pigot 
The 8.00am Service and the 1 O.OOam Communion Service 
on Wednesdays will continue to be held in the Church 
Loft. This arrangement will continue until Sunday 2nd 
April, when the Church will re-open. 
The heating system is to be totally replaced and this 
extensive work is now being designed and planned with 
the aim to complete this within the near future. 

Church opening ... 
We have always tried to keep our Church open during the 
daytime for anyone wishing to admire the building or take 
a quiet moment. 
Because of a serious theft of equipment from the Church 
on Christmas Day, we reluctantly had to close the building 
when not in use for services. 
New security equipment has now been fitted within and 
around the building, allowing us to re-open it. 
During your visits to the Church, please report any 
suspicious behaviour to a church official. 

Forthcoming 2017 events ... 

Church Fete 201 7 
Saturday July 1st - 2.00 to 5.00pm - Playing Fields 

Pattingham Scarecrow Festival 
22nd to 24th September 2017 

Pattingham Bells Run 201 7 
Sunday 8th October 2017 
Start on the Playing Fields at 11.00am 



Children of all ages in our Church ... 

Services for the young ... 
Youth Service 
There are activities each week of the month for children 
during the 1 Oam service and a Youth Service at 6.30pm 
on the 2nd Sunday which is run by the young people 
themselves. 

Sunday School 
On the 3rd Sunday of each month, children of all ages enjoy 
Sunday School in the loft during the 1 Oam service. They re­ 
join their families towards the end of the service to share in 
communion with the rest of the congregation. 

Young Church 
On the 2nd and 4th Sundays Young Church takes place. 
Aimed at the youngest children, they share in a fun time 
together looking at a bible story, singing, making and playing 
games. 
The 1st Sunday is a shorter family service, without 
communion, where the children stay in church and take 
an active part in the service. Toys and books are always 
available and we have a baby change facility. All of our 
younger visitors always enjoy staying at the ends of services 
for drinks and biscuits! 

Open the Book 
A large group of volunteers have been delivering the Bible 
Society's 'Open The Book' initiative since last Easter, going 
into Monday Worship assemblies at St. Chad's School 
every fortnight to 'act out' stories from the bible in a lively, 
entertaining way. The initiative has proved very popular with 
the children who enjoy taking part in the action and learning 
more about the word of God. 

Messy Church 
Opportunity for parents/carers and children together to learn 
about the Bible through a variety of stories, lively worship, 
craft activities, sport and a shared meal or snack. Building 
faith and community. We aim to provide this at festival times 
in church. 
Next occasion Good Friday, 14 April, 1 Oam-12noon. We 
could do with more adult helpers ... could you get involved? 

. .. they are the future and our present 
Holiday Club 
Holiday club takes place during the six weeks holidays and 
lasts for three days. 
This year, the club will be on Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday 15th, 16th & 17th August, taking place in the 
church. Each year a new theme is chosen. 
The children are split up into age groups and enjoy many 
activities relevant to the theme, including bible stories, 
drama productions and making fun craft, which they take 
home. Every child is given a theme book to work through, 
which they are allowed to take home at the end. 

Church Choir 
There is a long tradition of a church choir at St. Chad's, 
with adult and junior sections. Most services have a 
choral element, and our choir has many loyal, long-serving 
members who sing at the weekly services. 
At present, we have 3 junior members and 12 adults. We 
would really welcome more junior and adult members, 
who would be taught informally, how to read a musical 
score, matters relating to voice production, and the basics 
of music theory, whilst contributing weekly to the choir. 
In October we hope to sing at Lichfield Cathedral as part of 
a diocesan choir festival. The choir provides music at other 
church festivals and also sings at many weddings during 
the year. Choir practices are held Thursdays, 7-8pm. 

Bell Ringers 
The church has a fine ring of 8 bells which are rung 
regularly by the local ringers. We currently have a band 
of 12 ringers, whose ages range from 12 to 84. Ringing is 
one of those activities in which young people can take part 
alongside adults. Some people start ringing in their teens, 
or earlier, and may carry on ringing for the rest of their I ife 
while others start as adults. 
Ringing is a skill which can be learnt with appropriate 
teaching and practice. We would not normally teach 
anyone under 11 but there is no upper age limit, 
although older learners tend to progress more slowly than 
youngsters. It can be an enjoyable hobby which includes 
some physical exertion and mental stimulus and for those 
who are getting on in life it can be a way of keeping the 
brain active. 


